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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text194: Reclaimed water is utilized for 75% of campus irrigation needs.
	Text195: n/a
	Text196: A percentage could not be accurately determined. However, most of our lighting fixtures are energy-efficient, and several have motion sensors.
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	Check Box199: Yes
	Check Box200: Off
	Text201: 
	Text202: 
	Check Box203: Yes
	Check Box204: Off
	Text205: 
	Text206: 
	Check Box207: Yes
	Check Box208: Off
	Text209: 
	Text210: 
	Text211: 3
	Text212: 3% of food grown; 7% of food processed locally.
	Text213: .25
	Text214: Sodexo (LMU's Dining Services contractor) has agreements with regional and broad-line distributors that provide organic and sustainably produced foods available to all accounts for purchase.
	Text215: Yes. Sodexo contracts through regional and broadline distributors for seafood that provide seafood certified by the Marine Stewardship Council and the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines as well as the Aquaculture Certification Council.
	Text216: * Meat and Poultry = $435,800 (Beef = 20% confinement-free, 20% vegetarian-fed, 20% hormone-free); (Chicken = 40% confinement-free, 40% vegetarian-fed, 40% hormone-free)* Seafood = $217,900 (Fish = 40% confinement-free)* As a retail establishment, LMU does not operate by meals served per day. However, we do have 5,018 transactions per day on average in all of our dining commons locations.
	Text217: Yes
	Text218: Yes. However, we also promote the use of reusable water bottles, and provide free reusable water bottles to the campus community at special events to raise awareness. LMU has replaced several 5-gallon bottled water stations with on-site tap water filtration systems.
	Text219: Yes. This year, LMU started the L.I.O.N.S. (LMU Inspiration Organic and Native Sustainability) Garden.Link for more information: http://newsroom.lmu.edu/newsroompressreleases/Home_Farming_Lands_at_LMU_in_Early_Morning_Event.htm
	Text220: Yes, a B.S. in Natural Science, a B.S. in Environmental Science, an M.S. in Environmental Science, a B.S. in Civil Engineering, and an M.S. in Civil Engineering. 
	Text221: Air Pollution Analysis, Atmospheric Science, Urban Ecology, Solid Waste Engineering, Autos and the Environment, and Principles of Environmental Sustainability
	Text222: Yes. Here is the link: http://registrar2.lmu.edu/Schedules/Get_Real_Time_Schedule.asp
	Text223: * Jeremy Pal = Member, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, co-winner, Nobel Peace Prize, 2007.* Brian Treanor = President's Fritz B. Burns Teaching Award (2011) and LMU Honors Program Professor of the Year (2006)* Matt Siniawski = 2010 Society of Automotive Engineers Ralph R. Teetor Educational Award * Eric Strauss = 2010, newly appointed Presidential Professor in Urban Ecology.
	Text224: The Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission is currently housed on campus. LMU is currently developing an urban ecology center. The new Ballona Discovery Center is opening in Summer 2011.
	Text225: No
	Text226: n/a
	Text227: A percentage could not be accurately determined, but there are many sustainability-related classes across the campus curriculum.
	Text228: No. However, although we do not have a formal policy in place, LMU does take many steps to purchase environmentally preferable products. Office Max provides LMU with sustainable products such as FSC certified and recycled paper products, remanufactured toner and ink, reuseable delivery totes, and all of their other green product options. The Campus Bookstore offers a full line of re-useable products and recycled items for the students to purchase, and provides bio-degradeable bags. The University procures environmental friendly cleaning products in Facilities and Dining Services. LMU procures Energy Star rated copier equipment and has an operational e-waste program to ensure that e-waste is handled appropriately. Vendors must adhere to fair labor practices and  support sustainable manufacturing and delivery of products, including using all FSC certified paper products. Additionally the university's alumni magazine, which is distributed to 56,000 alumni and 2000 graduate students, is printed on FSC certified paper.
	Text229: n/a
	Text230: A percentage could not be accurately determined, but most of the paper products utilized on campus are derived from FSC-certified forests.
	Text231: Yes.
	Text232: No. However, we do adhere to many of the guidelines outlined in the EPEAT program.
	Text233: No. However, we do strive to minimize excessive packaging whenever it is feasible.
	Text234: We have Vend Misers on Vending Machines, and new vending machines must be Energy Star-rated. All leased printers (Ricoh Business Solutions) are Energy Star-rated and come equipped with sleep mode.
	Text235: Yes. The "Lion Express" shuttle takes students off campus for shopping, local Farmer's Markets, and to the airport.
	Text236: 65
	Text237: LMU operates approximately 145 electric carts, 25 gas carts, and 50 gas and/or vehicles in our fleet.
	Text238: There are bike racks present throughout campus for bicyclists. Free showers are available in the Recreation Center for bicyclists and walkers in the program. We also have a Green Transportation Committee that is working to expand bicycling options on and around campus. Our 20-year master plan includes improving our pedestrian circulation around campus. 
	Text239: LMU does encourage the use of alternative transportation means, which is advertised on our web site. Currently, there are no formal incentives. However, there are plans to integrate new ideas such as a vanpool and other alternative transportation programs. We also have a Green Transportation Committee that is working on all of these issues. LMU recently implemented a new ZipCar program to promote car-sharing on campus which has grown significantly in the last year from 2 cars to 6.
	Text240: 60
	Text241: 4,500 student parking permits were issued out of 7,553 students total for Spring 2010.
	Text242: 87
	Text243: 2,000 employees are registered with parking permits out of 2,300 total employees.
	Text244: 56
	Text245: The last comprehensive diversion study was conducted in 2000. Although volumes have increased over the last ten years, waste diversion programs have been implemented and improved over the years. 
	Text246: Yes, available both indoors and outdoors. Our outdoor locations have recently been expanded significantly.
	Text247: Yes.
	Text248: Yes. A food dehydration program has been initiated, and a larger project is in the works to reduce other food wastes from on-campus dining locations. Some of the dehydrated food waste is composted on-site, and LMU is conducting studies to learn more about this material and how to best utilize it on or off campus.
	Text249: Yes, our school has been a leader in waste reduction for over 20 years. LMU won the WRAP Award in 2011 from the State of California agency, CalRecycle for our waste reduction efforts. We also came in 4th Place in RecycleMania in the Grand Champion category. There are many other waste reduction efforts planned for the future to reduce waste, and hopefully some day achieve zero waste.
	Text250: Yes. LMU has a comprehensive  move out recycling program every semester. We work with a non-profit organization, Planet Aid, to donate clothing and other reusable goods. Yes, bins are located in every dormitory. We also work with L.A. Shares for surplus property re-use.
	Text251: The concepts involved in sustainability are implicit in LMU's mission, particularly with respect to issues of social justice. Our Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability Committee was founded by the President of the University in order to further infuse the concepts involved with sustainability into all aspects of the campus.
	Text252: Yes. Our campus recently hired a full-time Campus Sustainability Coordinator.
	Text253: No.
	Text254: Yes. LMU is a signatory for the ACUPCC. Our campus recently formalizing a Climate Action Plan Road Map, setting the goal of climate neutrality by 2050.
	Text255: Yes.
	Text256: No. Our total annual carbon emissions have increased. However, this reflects some growth of the University. Overall, LMU has taken many efforts to decrease carbon emissions, and will continue these efforts in accordance with our Climate Action Plan Road Map.
	Text257: No. However, there is an LMU web page that discusses issues related to the endowment. (http://www.lmu.edu/giving/questions/Endowment_Q_A.htm)
	Text258: No.
	Text259: Yes. LMU also purchases RECs.
	Text260: n/a
	Text261: Information not available for public use.
	Text262:  Yes, members of our student club, ECO Students (Environmentally Conscious & Organized Students), have taken action to promote greater sustainability on our campus, as well as political action such as calling representatives, writing letters, and sending emails to political officials.
	Text263: LMU students have participated in "Recyclemania", and placed in several of the categories. LMU students have also participated in "Focus The Nation" teach-in events as well as entered the NWF Chill Out video contest.
	Text264: No. However, LMU does study and restore the Ballona Wetlands, which are located adjacent to campus. For three years, three students from Loyola Marymount University’s Seaver College of Science and Engineering have been monitoring the water in the Ballona Wetlands. This work has been coordinated with the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission. 
	Text265: No. However, although there is not a specific formal policy on this issue, we do strive to utilize non-toxic, green cleaners across campus.
	Text266: Yes. These efforts include the involvement of students in academic classes, research, clean-up events, conferences held on campus, and many others. These research and restoration projects benefit our local environment as well as the University as a whole.
	Text267: Yes, there are trips to the Ballona Wetlands many times per semester which are open to staff, faculty, and students depending on the specific event. These are very well attended events.
	Text268: * Hired new Presidential Professor in Urban Ecology, Dr. Eric Strauss, to develop and implement a new undergraduate and graduate degree program in Urban Ecology, as well as a transdisciplinary Urban Ecology center on campus.* Transformed a lawn area on campus into an Urban Garden for students, staff, and faculty to utilize in order to build community, educate the campus, and grow crops to donate to local food banks and soup kitchens. * Held a week-long sustainability symposium called "The Sustainable City" with notable speakers such as Majora Carter and Laura Westra.
	Text269: • Built in 1995, our Green Roof was the largest in the nation at approximately 130,000 sq. ft. and is utilized for sporting events such as soccer games and team practices.• "Cool Roofs" are installed when old roofs are replaced.• Ultra low-flow restroom fixtures  are installed when replaced and in new buildings. • The William H. Hannon Library has a roof fitted for solar panels, and solar panel installation in being planned for the near future.• 100 percent of campus sprinklers respond automatically to weather conditions.• Started recycling in 1990; first campus-wide collegiate recycling program in California, 1993.• One of the first campuses in the state to recycle 100% of green waste.• Solar photovoltaic rooftop systems won a federal Green Power Award in 2003.• Use biodegradable service ware in our university dining commons. • Use 100% recycled content napkins in dining commons areas.• Removed all trays in dining facility, saving more than 136,200 gallons of water annually.• Received the California Interfaith Power & Light Energy Oscar for outstanding achievement in energy efficiency in 2007.• Received the WateReuse Association National Customer of the Year award in 2010;• Received the Recycled Water Institutional Customer of the Year award in 2008, from the Water Reuse Association’s California Section, for an innovative treatment system that eliminates odor from recycled water used to irrigate the campus;• Received the Green Power Purchasing Award for Onsite Generation in 2007, from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of Energy (DOE). This award recognizes organizations that are significantly advancing the development of renewable energy sources and energy efficiency; and• Host bi-weekly Farmer's Market on campus to promote awareness and provide campus community with local, organic vegetables and fruits.


